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FERNAN LAKE END OF THE YEAR 2011

December 7th, 2011

Newsletter

Dear Fernan Resident:

It’s time to hang-up my spurs and move-on, but, before doing so, I want to thank you for allowing me to serve you over the past decade as a member of the City Council and Mayor.  It’s been a rewarding and challenging journey.  Also, I want to provide you with a brief over-view of the State-of-the-City.

The rewarding part of the journey is that the City of Fernan is in a strong position to address the issues of the future.  The challenging part is that the Council has faced substantial revenue declines from the State over the past several years, as have all of Idaho’s cities as a result of the economic climate.  This in combination with two years of heavy winter snows that have substantially exceeded the City’s budgeted monies for snow removal have created financial challenges.  I’m pleased to report that the Council has tightened the City’s financial belt and done an exceptional job of managing the City’s fiscal responsibilities.  

Taxes:  Under Idaho State Law, cities are allowed to take an annual property tax increase of 3%.  In the past five years, the City of Fernan Council has voted to not increase property taxes, which leaves the community with one of the lowest property tax rates of any city in Kootenai County.

Sewer System:  As most of you know, the City of Fernan owns the sewer system and contracts with the City of Coeur d’Alene to process the waste for treatment.  The sewer system was constructed in the early 70’s and has a continuing need for maintenance.  This past year, the alarm boxes were upgraded electrically to bring them into compliance with current codes, and planning is underway, with the planning support of our City Engineer Jim Coleman, to upgrade other facets of the system to prepare for the next twenty-five years of service.  

Streets:  The City continues to make maintenance investments in the City’s streets, as was done this fall.  The City Engineer has presented a plan to the Council, which the Council has embraced, for continuing maintenance over the next ten years, which should more than adequately serve the City. 

Comprehensive Plan:  The Planning and Zoning Commission and the Council have completed two years of effort to update the City’s Comp Plan, which I would expect the Council to adopt in the next few months.  

Deer Trapping:  I’d be remiss, if I didn’t mention the City’s efforts to control the City’s deer population. In 2007, the City, working with the State’s Fish and Game Department, initiated a program to trap and transport deer from the City to the Rose Lake area.  As the imprinted deer (those that have become comfortable coming into and living within the City) and their offspring were transported out of the City, we experienced a dramatic drop in the number of deer in the subsequent year.  Due to cost, the program was discontinued in 2009.  A growing deer population is going to be a continuing problem for the City, but one that needs to be addressed by all of the cities in the County and the State’s Fish and Game Department.  It is encouraging to see the City of Dalton is concerned and considering a program to address their deer problems, but, until we have a collective effort, I think any individual program will be lacking and unsuccessful.  Two years ago, Helena, Montana, after allowing its deer problem to reach extreme levels that became a health and safety issue to the City, initiated a deer harvesting program in conjunction with the State of Montana that has substantially reduced the problem.  While the Montana program may not be ideal for our area, it certainly is a template for future consideration.

Again, thank you for the opportunity to serve you, and I want to encourage you to engage with your Community.  The City Council meets the first Monday of each month at 6:30pm in the Forest Service building and the public is welcome. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Elder, Mayor
Most Wonderful Time of the Year!

To be interested in the changing seasons is a happier state of mind than to be hopelessly in love with spring.  ~George Santayana
With the holidays comes the ever changing seasons.  Whether you love the snow or dislike it, everyone should be cautious when driving in it.  The Fernan Lake Village speed limit is still 15 mph so please take it slow and avoid snow disasters.  When the plows are coming around, please make sure cars are in driveways to accommodate the large trucks.
Top 7 tips for preparing for Winter:
1. Keep a 3-5 days food supply on hand, along with flashlights, batteries and water in case the snow prevents you from leaving.

2. Stay informed. Use your preferred weather man or online at www.weather.com for an overview of the days ahead.

3. Dress warmly if you go out. Layers and layers never fail!  Change out of wet clothing as soon as possible to avoid loss of body heat.

4. Beware of Carbon Monoxide!  If using generators, kerosene heaters or gas fireplaces, read the owner's manual on maintaining proper ventilation to avoid carbon monoxide poisoning. Keep heaters at least three feet from flammable objects.
5. Check on others. Please check on friends and neighbors, especially the elderly, to ensure that they are safe.
6. Park in driveways and out of snow emergency vehicles route whenever possible.
7. Avoid overexertion. Cold weather puts an added strain on the heart. Unaccustomed exercise such as shoveling snow or pushing a car can bring on a heart attack or make other medical conditions worse.
FERNAN UPDATES
With 2011 coming to a close, we bid farewell to our long time mayor, Jim Elder.  Jim was an excellent Mayor to Fernan, a valuable asset, and an enjoyment to work with. 
As 2012 approaches, Fernan Lake welcomes recently elected Richard Jurvelin as Mayor of Fernan Lake Village.  We would also like to welcome Heidi Acuff to the City Council and Chuck Tasca to the Planning Commission.  The returning members are also appreciated: Mary Ann Tierney and Pete Job on City Council along with Rita Whiteford, Paul Fromm, Joe Brown, and Sabrina Goodsen on Planning & Zoning Commission.

Please feel free to contact us if you have questions or concerns regarding our lovely city. 
Jim Elder, Mayor



208-641-4958

Dick Jurvelin




208-664-9221

Mary Ann Tierney



208-667-7293

Sue Myers




208-661-2046

Pete Job




509-710-1992

Cindy Espe, City Clerk


208-818-9053

Bob Kuchenski, Sewer


208-683-0500






