
AGENDA  

October 15, 2025 
Fernan Lake Advisory Committee Meeting  

CDA Library, 702 Front Avenue, Coeur d’ Alene, ID 83814  
5:00 - 6:00 P.M.  

Welcome to tonight’s Lake Management Committee meeting!  

 
*minutes in blue italics 

 
1. Call meeting to order - Neil 

 
2. Determination of Quorum -Neil, Monica, Bob, Karl, Heidi, Martin 

 
3. Approve Agenda/Minutes - are there any new agenda items? 
 

4. Recognize guests and public comments  
●​ John Mahin - recommended by Bob Moate for replacing Clay Williams; President of 

the Fernan Rod and Gun Club 

 
5. Solitude Lake Management  

●​ Review discussion John Holtz, Limnologist 
●​ See notes from the meeting on google drive 
●​ Key points: Eutrosorb and Alum both do essentially the same things; He 

recommended consideration of using a dike to hold back sediment and dredging 
intermittently for watershed remediation.  

 
6. Idaho Water Resource Research Institute 

●​ Review discussion with Meg Wolfe, Assistant Director IWRRI and Frank Wilhelm, 
PhD Limnology 09/19/25 

●​ See notes from the meeting on google drive 
●​ Key points: Meg felt that IWRRI could help with monitoring water quality; Meg 

volunteered to put together an overview plan and outline for monitoring; Forming 
a Fernan lake Baywatch was discussed; Frank Wilhelm joined and discussed putting 
up a station to track wind & rain; Frank recommended asking the waste water 
plant to measure water samples, he also shared information on the springs up in 
the headwater region of Fernan Creek 

 

7. Washington Lake Protection Association (WALPA) 
1.​ Review conference at Moses Lake (10/09/2025)- see notes on Google drive 
2.​ Neil met Darren Brandt limnologist of Advanced Exo-Solutions, Tim Clark 



limnologist of Herrera, Shannon Brattebo of Tetra Tech. (Marissa Burghdoff 
limnologist of Snohomish County was unable to attend) 

 

8. Recommendations for replacement of Clay Williams 
●​ Heidi (Audrey Watkins) 
●​ Bob (John Mahin, President of Fernan Rod and Gun Club) 
●​ Neil (Hayden Lake Association) John Riley retired hydro-chemist sent to Mayor 

Watkins (No response from contact attempts) 
 

9. Community Education 
Letter to Fernan Villagers sent to Mayor Watkins (Neil)-timing of when to send was 
discussed 

●​ FLAC members (from outside the Village) addresses sent to Mayor Watkins 
(Monica only sent Karl’s, Bob, Martin and John gave addresses today, will be 
forwarded) 

Contact list for Fernan Village made into EXCEL spread sheet (Monica) Pending 

●​ Community Event for November (Heidi, get approval from council/Mayor for 
citizen survey/feedback) 

●​ CDA Press article status (Monica to present letter, previously emailed 10/10/25, 
will not submit article until the Idaho Foundation account is operationable and can 
accept donations. Account information for donations will be attached to the end of 
the article.  

 

10. Mission Statement 
●​ All members tasked with making recommendations 

○​ Reviewed the proposed wording from multiple members and Monica will 
send out email to committee with options to vote on 

 

11. Funding of Lake and Watershed Projects discussion - meet with Jade 
Clinkenbeard and DEQ. Neil to set up appt at DEQ 

●​ IWRRI, IWAC, Drumheller list of potential funding sources 
●​ https://iwrri.uidaho.edu/ 
●​ https://www.iwac.us/ 

 
12. City Council 2nd opinion decision 

1.​ Paragraph for RFP sent to City Council - Heidi will ask Council if there is going to be 
a $ value on the RFP 

2.​ The following paragraph has been submitted to the City Council as requested and 
is to be utilized in writing an RFP.   

○​ “The Fernan Lake Advisory Committee respectfully recommends the City 
Council consider a Request for Proposal (RFP) to obtain a second 
professional opinion on a comprehensive lake water management plan. 
This plan would not only address water quality and increased levels of 

https://www.iwac.us/


phosphorus in Fernan Lake—linked directly to harmful algae blooms—but 
also include a critical assessment of the entire Fernan Creek watershed 
and headwaters, which have been described as significant contributors to 
phosphorus inflow. Our goal is to engage a qualified firm to develop a 
scientifically sound, affordable, and actionable strategy for improving water 
quality by remediating both watershed-based sources and internal 
phosphorus loading within the lake.“ 

 

13. Citizen Scientist options 
●​ Water Keepers (Martin) 

○​ Any treatment or work on lake would require us to monitor/test the water 
○​ IWRRI has said they are available to do some water sampling. A cost per 

sample of $40 was discussed.  
○​ Water Keepers active on CDA lake, IWRRI suggested possible Fernan Lake 

chapter of Water Keepers 
○​ Martin to make contact with Water Keepers 

 
14. City Council update (Monica) 

●​ City website goal is to inform and engage, requested to upload meeting minutes 
every month, page for announcements and community events, invite public to 
attend a meeting if questions, Monica to send email to Mayor  

 
16. Next Committee Meeting 

○​ Wed Nov 12 @ 5:00pm 
●​ Request library room - Monica emailed Cindy Espe on 10/15/25 

●​ Topics/Agenda items?  
○​ Email letter for Fernan Villagers to be send to John Mahin - Karl 
○​ F/U meeting with  Jade Clinkenbeard -  Neil + Committee members 
○​ Citizen Survey questions - Heidi 
○​ City website link - Monica 
○​ Mission Statement - Monica to email to committee members for vote 
○​ Waterkeepers for Fernan-Martin 
○​ F/U Meg Wolfe of IWRRI on water quality monitoring - Neil 
○​ F/U on Mayor Watkins meeting with CDA Wastewater facility testing -Neil 
○​ Status of City Council finalizing Save Lake Fernan fund-Neil 

 

17.  The Chairman submitted an ACTION PLAN proposal with leadership 
responsibility divided into 4 tasks and assigned to individual committee members: 

A.​ Recommend to the city Council qualified consulting firms for lake management and 
watershed remediation-Neil/Karl 

B.​ Identify potential funding opportunities working with IDEQ -Monica/Neil 
C.​ Engage community support with surveys, events, presentations to include the City of 

CDA, Kootenai County - Heidi/Monica 



D.​ Educate Fernan Village homeowners, Fernan Creek landowners, City of Coeur d’Alene, 
Kootenai County, and all lake users - Bob/Martin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


