
Dear Neighbor, 

We hope this letter finds you well. We are writing to introduce the Fernan Lake Advisory Committee and to explain 
why this committee was formed and what the goal is. The Fernan Lake Village City Council formed this committee 
to review prior and recent lake research, to discuss water treatment options with experts in the field, to review 
neighboring lake’s history and treatment plans, and to eventually present a Lake Management Plan to the City 
Council for review, in accordance with City Ordinance No. 197. This committee is volunteer based and is hard at 
work! 

As most of you already know, there is an important environmental concern that is affecting the broader ecosystem of 
Fernan Lake. The city of Fernan Lake Village recently commissioned a study on Fernan Lake to research the water 
quality issue and specifically the increasing frequency and intensity of Harmful Algae Blooms (HABs). This study 
performed by EutroPHIX, was in agreement with prior studies performed on the lake, and confirms that the lake has 
both excessive internal loading of phosphorus and external loading of phosphorus through Fernan Creek.  
Phosphorus is a key nutrient that, in excess, can fuel the growth of algae in water bodies and lead to, as in our case, 
harmful algal blooms that degrade water quality and threaten aquatic life and recreation. 

As our committee learns from experts in the field, it is obvious that a two-pronged approach to improving water 
quality is needed. This includes treating both the lake (internal loading) and remediation and wetland restoration of 
Fernan Creek (external loading of phosphorus into the lake). Together, this approach will ideally ensure long-lasting 
improvement in water quality, and specifically reduce the amount of treatment required in the future. 

We know Community Collaboration is vital to our success in saving Fernan Lake. Engaging with local 
conservation groups, government agencies, universities, and neighboring landowners to develop a comprehensive 
lake management plan is crucial to our success. We understand that these initiatives will require extensive time and 
resources; however, they offer long-term benefits of improved water quality, enhanced wildlife habitat, and an 
opportunity to come together as a community to preserve and protect our natural resource. We hope that as we 
explore options to treat Lake Fernan and remediate the watershed region of Fernan Creek, you will consider helping 
us in our quest. 

We will be fundraising, applying for federal and state grant monies, and hope to work alongside multiple agencies 
and universities to accomplish this goal. We invite you to join us or ask questions we can discuss at our monthly 
Fernan Lake Advisory Committee meeting. We would be happy to assist in connecting you with relevant resources 
and to explore concerns or questions you may have. 

Please feel free to contact us to discuss how we can work together to protect and restore the health of Fernan Lake. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Fernan Lake Advisory Committee 

Neil Nemec, Chairman, neil@neilnemec.com 
Monica Noce, Vice Chairwoman, monicairenenoce@gmail.com 
Heidi Acuff, Member 
Bob Moate, Member 
Karle Burke, Member 
Martin Stacey, Member 


