
CITY OF FERNAN LAKE VILLAGE 

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

September 8, 2025 

 
Mayor Watkins called the meeting to order at 5:06 p.m.  There was a quorum present of Council 
members Quinn, Dircksen, Goodsen and Myers.  Staff member Cindy Espe was not present. 
 

Agenda - The Council reviewed the agenda.   
 
Guests were recognized-Heidi Acuff, Monica Noce 
Monica Noce spoke about her upcoming construction and road closure this week. Mayor Watkins 
suggested creating a letter for the neighbors to receive for notification purposes.  
 
REVIEW AND APPROVALS 
The Council reviewed the minutes from August 4, 2025 Regular Council Meeting 

There was a motion made by Councilmember Dircksen to approve the minutes.  The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Goodsen.  Motion was carried by Myers, Dircksen, Goodsen and Quinn. 
 
The Council reviewed the minutes from the August 4, 2025 Budget hearing meeting. There was a motion 
made by Councilmember Goodsen to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Dircksen. Motion was carried by Myers, Dircksen, Goodsen and Quinn. 
 
The Council reviewed the Treasurer’s reports and discussed bills from RC Worst. There was a motion 
made by Councilmember Goodsen to approve the reports. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Myers. Motion was carried by Myers, Dircksen, Goodsen and Quinn. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

1.​ The Council reviewed the road sealant schedule diagram distributed by Mayor Watkins. 

2.​ Site Disturbance Permit 111 Hazelwood.  Next steps were discussed by Council and an executive 
session will take place with the attorney within the week to address the growing concerns of 
building without a permit. Mayor Watkins suggested a zoom meeting for that session and will 
contact attorney as soon as possible. Ordinances involved will be addressed and all avenues of 
City involvement.  

3.​ 201 Theis Short term rental and lift station discussion took place. The Council needs the attorney 
input on how to proceed. The owner’s applied for the permit for short term rental but have not 
updated the lift station. 

4.​ Santiago permit questions do not have answers. Questions to Cindy on whether this is a permit 
being applied for and from whom.  

The City Council heard public comments from the adjacent property owners at 107 Hazelwood 
and 112 Hazelwood regarding ongoing concerns about activities at 111 Hazelwood. They also 
raised concerns regarding inappropriate behavior occurring at the property. 

The Mayor also committed to contacting the Kootenai County Sheriff’s Office to discuss concerns 
related to trespassing on private property. 
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The Council expressed interest in clarifying and, if necessary, revising the applicable ordinances 
to explicitly reference the 75-foot setback requirement for 111 Hazelwood, to ensure transparency 
and consistent enforcement moving forward. 

4.​ Changes to Ordinance 190 & 197 – Discussed revising and reviewing these ordinances.  Agreed 
to set up a special meeting aimed at revising and approving so it can be approved at the 
September meeting. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS   

1.​ Ordinance Topics: Mayor Watkins discussed the need for a fee schedule adopted into the Code. 
The attorney was working on that schedule and it should be distributed for review shortly.  

2.​ Infrastructure Topics: The sewage posts that need replaced should be determined by Coleman by 
priority and done as soon as possible. The funds are available for these replacements. Ziply Fiber 
has not issued a timeline of when they plan to remove old lines.  

3. ​ Fernan Lake Water Quality Topics: Ordinance 197 has not been revised for the Water 
Committee. Mayor Watkins will review the last version of the ordinance and get that circulated 
for approval, possibly for next agenda. The Water Committee would like the following items 
addressed by next meeting: A Replacement for Clay Williams and a second opinion from a Lake 
Management entity. The Committee will draft a new request for proposal and send to the Council 
for approval. Discussion of the donation platform that was approved previously will be executed 
by the next meeting. The North Idaho Community Foundation account will be created and funds 
previously donated can be put into that account. It was discussed that those funds can likely be 
used to hire someone for the second opinion of the Lake. The Committee members present also 
advised the Council to contact IDWR about permits that allow water to be taken from Fernan 
Lake. Mayor Watkins stated he would contact them directly for more clarity on the water 
permitting process.  

REPORTS 

1.​ The Espe report was reviewed. The picnic turn-out was discussed and Mayor Watkins suggested 
the Council look into bringing back the shirts for next year’s picnic. Several members of the 
community asked if shirts were available.  

Meeting was adjourned at 6:21 P.M. 
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